
*Still awaiting final publishing as of the time of this review, April 2009.   a Based on information publicly available on the program’s Web site.   b Since program contains mulitple product categories with different criteria, the 
authors cannot guarantee that these criteria apply to each category directly. In principle, the program addresses these.   c Only requires the use of LCA to reach the highest level of certification: Platinum.
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The ecolibrary™matrix
Developed by The Green Standard

Certification programs in this Matrixa 
were selected and reviewed by The 
Green Standard based on their frequent 
use with interior building products, the 
focus of Interiors & Sources and The 
Green Guide to NeoCon. This list repre-
sents varied types of sustainability certi-
fications: Ecolabeling Programs, Single/
Multi-Attribute Certifications as well as 
Sustainable Product Standards.

“Y” signifies meeting the criteria
Updated April 2009

Scope of 
Certification Life-cycle certification transparency

Si
ng

ul
ar

 F
oc

us
(r

ec
yc

le
d 

co
nt

en
t, 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

fo
re

st
ry

, e
tc

.)

M
ul

tip
le

 A
tt

rib
ut

e 
Fo

cu
s

(c
om

bi
ne

s 
m

or
e 

th
an

 o
ne

 fo
cu

s 
ar

ea
)

Li
fe

-C
yc

le
 F

oc
us

(c
rit

er
ia

 s
pa

ns
 a

 c
ra

dl
e-

to
-g

ra
ve

 c
on

ce
pt

)

C
rit

er
ia

 fo
r 

Ra
w

 M
at

er
ia

l S
ou

rc
in

g 
&

 
M

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g 

O
pe

ra
tio

ns

C
rit

er
ia

 fo
r 

Pr
od

uc
t 

U
se

 P
ha

se

C
rit

er
ia

 fo
r 

En
d-

of
-L

ife
 M

an
ag

em
en

t

C
om

pr
eh

en
siv

e 
C

rit
er

ia
 S

et
 fo

r 
Ea

ch
  

Li
fe

-C
yc

le
 S

ta
ge

C
rit

er
ia 

fo
r I

SO
-C

om
pl

ian
t F

ul
l 

Pr
od

uc
t L

ife
 C

yc
le

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t (

LC
A)

C
rit

er
ia

 fo
r 

Re
du

ct
io

ns
 in

 L
ife

-
C

yc
le

 Im
pa

ct
s

Re
qu

ire
s 

th
e 

U
se

 o
f L

C
A

 fo
r 

C
er

tif
ic

at
io

n 

Re
qu

ire
s 

In
de

pe
nd

en
t V

er
ifi

ca
tio

n 
 

of
 L

C
A

 D
at

a

Pu
bl

icl
y 

Av
ail

ab
le

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t 

M
et

ho
ds

 a
nd

 P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 T
hr

es
ho

ld
s

T
hi

rd
-P

ar
ty

 C
er

tif
ic

at
io

n

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 A
va

ila
bl

e 
Su

m
m

ar
y 

of
 R

es
ul

ts

M
ul

ti-
St

ak
eh

ol
de

r 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

Pr
oc

es
s

Pu
bl

ic
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

 A
pp

ea
ls 

Pr
oc

es
s

C2C |McDonough Braungart Design Chemistry
www.mbdc.com Y Y Y Y

EcoLogo |Managed by TerraChoice
www.ecologo.org Y Y Yb Yb Yb Yb Y Y Y

Energy Star
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
www.energystar.gov

Y Y Y Y Y

Floor Score
Scientific Certification Systems
www.scscertified.com 

Y    Y Y  Y Y

FSC Certified | Forest Stewardship Council
www.fscus.org Y     Y Y   Y  Y

GREENGUARD Air Quality Certification
GREENGUARD Environmental Institute
www.greenguard.org

Y  Y Y Y

Green Label Plus
Carpet & Rug Institute
www.carpet-rug.org

Y      Y Y   

Green Seal | Green Seal Organization
www.greenseal.org  Y Y Yb Yb  Yb  Y Y   Y  Y

Indoor Advantage
Scientific Certification Systems
www.scscertified.com

Y      Y Y  Y Y 

level™
The BIFMA Sustainability Standard
www.levelcertified.org

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Smart Sustainable Product Standard
Market Transformation to Sustainability
www.mts.sustainableproducts.com

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Sustainability Assessment for Resilient Floor 
Coverings (NSF 332-2008)
www.nsf.org

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Sustainable Carpet Assessment Standard
NSF 140-2007
www.nsf.org

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Yc Y Y Y Y

Sustainable Choice
Scientific Certification Systems
www.scscertified.com

Y Y Y  Y Y  Y Y Y Yc Y Y  Y  Y

SFI Certified
Sustainable Forestry Initiative
www.sfiprogram.org 

Y       Y Y   Y Y 

Certification programs and Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) both 

provide a valuable approach to evaluating the environmental 

performance of products. However, a combination of the two 

provides even deeper insight and credibility. The following matrix 

identifies various certification programs currently in use by architects 

and designers and provides an evaluation of eacha, with the inclusion 

of a life-cycle approach, and with LCA as a part of the certification 

program.


